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GANG FESTIVAL QUICK FACTS

Description:

Gang Festival is an artist-run festival and creative exchange program showcasing the work of over 15 autonomous and collaborative arts communities in Australia and Indonesia.

Gang is the Indonesian word for alleyway (pronounced ‘Gung’), alluding to the underground art scene and the importance of community. The festival also draws on the English meaning of the word, with cross-cultural collaboration between large groups of art workers on the margins of the commercial art world. 

In a diverse program running from 12 - 29th January 2006, Gang Festival will present a mix of exhibitions, screenings, performances, artist talks, debates, a zine fair and a small publication profiling the artist run spaces of Sydney, building to a spectacular Street Festival finale in Chippendale on the 29th January 2006.

Located in Peace Park at the Pine Street Creative Arts Centre, the Street festival will feature site specific busking performances in laneways, lantern installations, printmaking, writers block, zine collections, an ArtBarter Market (Pasar Seni), and an exhibition of artworks on a range of surfaces throughout the ‘gangs’ of Chippendale in the largest outdoor gallery of its kind in Sydney. Feast on Indo cuisine as the hybrid sounds of Indonesia and Australia float through the streets. Closing performance features large mobile puppets by Sydney collective Mekanarky in collaboration with Yogyakarta artists Taring Padi, building to a performance by physical drumming ensemble, The Rhythm Hunters with Rendra and the Sumatralia Project.
What’s unique about Gang?

· An Australian/Indonesian artists exchange program run by the artists themselves

· Showcasing the emerging landscape of artist-run spaces in Chippendale/Surry Hills

· Building connections between grass-roots cultural organisations in Australia and Indonesia

· Exhibiting and screening works by a range of independent Indonesian artists and groups for the first time in Australia

Key Dates

For the full program please see http://gangfestival.com/events.html 

12th Thursday • 6-9pm - OFFICIAL FESTIVAL OPENING

Pine Street Creative Arts Centre

64 Pine St Chippendale

Our opening exhibition features Taring Padi (“teeth of the rice plant”), a progressive peoples’ artistic collective from Yogyakarta, Central Java.  From woodcuts to large scale mural installations, their work embraces community and arts in a variety of contexts. For the first time, Taring Padi bring their passionate collective imagery to Sydney together with many outstanding individual works. 

14th Saturday • 12-6pm - OPEN GALLERY WALK 

Stretching from south Pine Street to Gallery 44 in the east: get down on the pavement and take a jaunt through 8 participating galleries/artist run spaces. 

15th Sunday • 11 - 6pm - ZINE FAIR

Lan Franchis'

Lvl 2, 144 Cleveland St, Chippendale

Lan Franchis Retirement Village in association with Dual Plover and Goulburn Poultry Fanciers Association bring you the biggest display of small publications in the whole of the Asia Pacific region. Street level publications made by an astounding array of artist groups and grass roots communities from Indonesia will join forces with the fertile activity of Australia's own, in a smorgasboard picnic delight of zines zines and more zines for your leafing through pleasure.

17th Tuesday • 8-11pm – SCREENING SESSION 

The Screening Room @ The Wedding Circle

16-18 Meagher St. Chippendale

Indonesian Independent Film makers Ariani Darmawan and Tintin Wulia present and talk about their work and distribution network. 

18th Wednesday • 6-9pm – NEW INDONESIAN VISUAL ART

First Draft

116-118 Chalmers St. Surry Hills

New Indonesian Visual Art and Single Channel Video curated by Alice Mcauliffe and James Hancock. Featuring Arya Pandjalu, Eko Nugroho, Bob Sick, Ari Satria Dharma, Eric, Ariana Darmawan, Rani Ravenina, Anggun Priambodo, Wok The Rock, Henry Foundation, Hafiz.

20th Monday • 6-9pm - MAYS LANE

Mays Lane, St Peters

Each month, May's invites a street artist to paint a 3 x 2.5 metre panel space installed on May Lane, St. Peters. At the month’s close, the panels are taken down and replaced afresh for the next ‘chapter’ in the project. This chapter features Taring Padi artists from Yogya, continuing the legacy of May.

29th Sunday • 12-9pm - KAMPUNG STREET FESTIVAL 

Peace Park, Myrtle St, Chippendale

The final combustion of all things Gang related in a street level festival and Art Market. Peace Park at the Pine Street Creative Arts Centre marks the central hub of activity on this day which draws people onto the surrounding streets in the name of Seni (ART). Slip behind the main drag and seek out art on a range of surfaces in back alleyways framing the main festival site, or feast on Indo cuisine as the hybrid sounds of Indonesia and Australia float through the streets. Featuring site specific busking performances, Lantern installations, printmaking, soap box, writers block, zine collections, an ArtBarter Market and an exhibition of artworks throughout the laneways of Chippendale in the largest outdoor gallery of its kind in Sydney. Catch the closing mobile street performance at 7pm featuring The Rhythm Hunters with Rendra and The Sumatralia Project.

Venues

Gang festival emerged from the rich tapestry of communities working from artist run spaces that criss-cross Sydney's inner city suburbs of Chippendale, Redfern and Surry Hills. 

Please see www.gangfestival.com/spaces.html for more information about the galleries and spaces involved, and www.gangfestival.com/GANG_webmap.pdf for a map. 

Artists Bios

ARIANI DARMAWAN

Born in 1977, Ariani Darmawan is a video artist / filmmaker who lives and works in Bandung, Indonesia. Her work comments on contemporary issues such as power and identity, language, and the construction of meanings by mixing the use of moving images and sounds with text and writings. She has participated in numerous film festivals and exhibitions in Asia, Europe and North America and is currently preparing her first feature: "Dragons Will Be Dragons", a documentary about an acculturated Chinese-Betawi (natives Jakarta) traditional music called Gambang Kromong.

REZA AFISINA

Born in Bandung, Indonesia, Reza Afisina studied film and has been showing performance and installation works at home and abroad. Using his own body as media, Reza explores the impossibility of representing pain as the effect of external and systemic violence. His work is about compliance with religion and a society of media which imposes compelling forces of surveillance on individuals. Reza is an active member of Ruang Rupa and works collaboratively with artists in both Indonesia and overseas.

BUDI SANTOSO

Budi is a sculptor from Yogyakarta.  He makes art in response to what he sees and directly experiences living in a tightly and often violently controlled environment.  He deals with issues including the struggles facing labourers with whom he collaborates, bashing out stone sculptures for a barely livable wage. He also challenges the pressures and constraints experienced by his women friends and family members.  He is a strong critic of the violent, inhumane and destructive effects of industrialisation on both the human and natural environments. He is a member of the art collective Taring Padi and the collective's band Dendang Kampungan.

FITRIANI DWI KURNIASIH

Fitri is a writer and art worker from Yogyakarta.  Fitri writes about the destruction of our natural and human environments in the search of profits.  She actively collects data and exposes the industrial waste created by factories polluting her local environment. Fitri is also a visual artist who uses graphic art techniques (such as hardboard cuts and etchings) to critique and dialogue on social and environmental issues. Fitri is committed to raising women's issues through art and music and consistently provides a strong female voice in an extremely patriarchal culture. Fitri is a member of the Taring Padi art collective and one of the vocalists of the band Dendang Kampungan.

RAHUNG NASUTION

Rahung Nasution is a filmmaker, writer and activist currently living in East Timor. He was a founding member of the Taring Padi collective. His recent film Tasi Timor documents the popular protests in Dili in 2004 against Australia's ongoing occupation of the Timor sea and exploitation of the vast oil reserves contained therein.

JAMES HANCOCK

James has had a curatorial role at the space3 gallery since 2001 when he founded it with fellow directors Melletios Kyriakidis and Indonesian-Australian artist Rully Zakaria. James currently works as a professional artist and runs his own graphic design studio in Sydney. He has exhibited prolifically in Australia and is actively involved in artist run initiatives in Sydney. 

ALICE MCAULIFFE

Alice McAuliffe is a practicing artist and curator. She was a director of Firstdraft Gallery in 2002. Her artistic practice questions the position of the individual within the isolation of the systematic city environment. She also is interested in the canon of images in Western culture. She attempts to question the position these iconic images retain and how they have impacted on the construction of our beliefs as individuals and as a society. 

RUDY ARDIANTO

Rudy is an Indonesian artist living in Sydney. He currently works as a professional artist and graphic designer and is director of RAW artist collaboration based at The Wedding Circle Gallery and Studio. He has exhibited extensively both in Indonesia and Australia and is actively involved in artist run galleries and collaborations in Sydney. Rudy has a large network of contacts in Indonesia from a diverse range of artistic fields. He has worked within art communities both in Australia and Indonesia.

ARIS PRABAWA

Aris is an Indonesian visual artist and musician who lives in both Lismore and Central Java. He is an active member of the arts collective Taring Padi. He sees drawing as a way of expressing ideas and responding to what's happening in every day life, particularly within his communities. He hopes his work can contribute to the development of critical thought and debate, new ideas and new ways of relating to the world and each other. Aris recently received top honours in the Living Regional Treasure Art Prize with a portrait of Thomas Wales, a traditional landowner from Cape York.

CLAIRE CONROY

Conroy's work uses many materials in her artmaking. Through her artwork she finds and magnifies the secret and overlooked. She has collaborated with nature to create drawings allowing the material to control the direction of the line, to form organic and uncontrolled images.






