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This is a contemporary art program involving
artists from Indonesia and Australia. The sev-
en-month project involves more than 16 arts
organizations looking for synergies in 10+ resi-
dencies and community arts projects, with a
street festival finale in January 2006.

Gang Festival will combine the creative
mediums of music, art, video, theatre and lit-
erature in events ranging from artist
exchanges, concerts, screenings, cultural dis-
plays, exhibitions, festivals and the largest
self- publishing zine fair in the region.

Prominent Australian artists taking part

James Hancock Bule Pria (White Man) 2005

include Arlene Texta Queen’s Textanudes por-
tray female friends in their own surroundings.
Inspired by the retro pinup, Texta Queen sub-
verts the role of women in these images so
that they reclaim nudity as a powerful, individ-
ualized state. Using charcoal, pen and ink,
James Hancock draws from incidents that
occurred while on exchange in Indonesia. A
severe bout of food poisoning was the starting
point for Hancock's exploration of the body
through sickness.

The Indonesian word gang means
"alley” and suggests underground societies
and the "off-beat” nature of artist-run initia-
tives. In English, "gang” can refer to a group of
people with some common purpose. What's
clear is that however one understands the
word, Gang is clearly about working produc-
tively and creatively with diversity, and building
a community that reflects and celebrates the
diversity of the Asia-Pacific rim. —Ebony Bizys

Through 1.29
www.gangfestival.com
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